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Present 
Cllr Mrs E Burt (Chair), Cllr E Dobson, Cllr A Gill, Cllr G McCreedy, Cllr G Simpson, Cllr A Reid, Cllr 
K Graham, Cllr D Couchman, Cllr G Price, Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert, Cllr Mrs J McGee, Cllr Mrs N 
McGee, Cllr Ms Rose 
 
1516/043 Apologies for Absence 

Cllr B Futers, Cllr A Piper 
 
1516/044 Declarations of Interest None 
 
1516/045 New Councillor Acceptance of Office 
Cllr Mrs Burt welcomed Cllr Kevin Graham as the new councillor for the Prudhoe West and Halfway 
Ward and confirmed that all formalities were in place. 
 
1516/046 Aviva Tour of Britain (in attendance Gareth Davies, Engagement Manager, NCC) 
Cllr Mrs Burt introduced Gareth and explained that in view of the imminent date she thought it would 
be advantageous to invite Gareth back to update Cllrs. 
 
Gareth thanked Cllr Mrs Burt for the invitation and explained that from a strategic point of view the 
best news was that there was no change to the route; detailed plans would be circulated to the clerk 
next week from Zoe Bottrell.  Gareth stated that local news suggests that more and more people are 
going with the idea of decorating a bike, it appears this is the theme being adopted and the more 
bikes the better.  Members of the public are encouraged to chain bikes to lampposts, railings and 
anyway safe on the route, to celebrate the race coming through.   
 
Gareth confirmed that there would be banners appearing in the town that would detail the dates and 
times of the race and that these are 2-fold; as well as publicising the race, they also notify of the 
road closure and warn those who may wish to avoid the route.  The organisers expect 2,000 
spectators; however the biggest risk to the event is bad weather.  Gareth concluded by stating that 
there would be a burden on the clerk in terms of passing information onto Cllrs and providing the 
organising committee with information, then asked for any questions.   
 
Cllr Mrs J McGee was concerned about the burden on the clerk (as suggested) and Gareth 
reiterated that this would be the passing on of information to Cllrs and to members of the public.  
Gareth explained that the people of Prudhoe would likely contact the Town Council in the first 
instance, for any information, and it would be wise to signpost them to the dedicated website which 
is updated frequently, www.nlandtob.com 
 
Cllr Reid asked what time the race would begin on 10th September.  Gareth detailed that although 
the race would not begin until 11am, they anticipated crowds arriving earlier than this and the teams 
from 9:30am.  With respect to road closures, these would be from midnight on 9th September and 
team buses would be expected to line the road from Waterworld heading east towards The Falcon.  
Cllr Cuthbert asked who would be responsible for informing businesses and residents.  Gareth 
responded that they expected an influx of questions when banners appear but that they hope the 
population will know that the race is going to visit the town, that being said businesses would 
receive a letter.  Cllr Mrs J McGee asked if residents of West Wylam would be informed of the road 
closure if team vehicles would be parked as far as The Falcon, restricting 2 exits from West Wylam 
estate.  Gareth confirmed that the road would be closed from Waterworld to the A695 and that all 
residents’ would be informed.    

http://www.nlandtob.com/
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Cllr McCreedy asked if it was permitted to use the official logo of the tour as the council had 
commissioned John Craggs, a local artist, to create a graffiti art mural on the bus shelter opposite 
Waterworld, in keeping with other bus shelters in the town.  Gareth confirmed that this was fine; 
organisers were more relaxed than The Olympics 2012 Committee, providing no damage is done to 
the image of the race.    
 
Cllr Reid expressed disappointment at the information on the website about Prudhoe, i.e. the 
description of the town.  The clerk confirmed that new information had been drafted that would be 
sent to Zoe and Gareth.  Gareth indicated that this information was very useful as could be included 
in commentator’s notes also, as often there was a great deal of airtime to fill. 
 
Gareth Davies left the meeting. 
 
1516/047 Prudhoe Waterworld Crèche Facilities 
Cllr Mrs Burt advised that there was presently a petition regarding the crèche facilities at Prudhoe 
Waterworld.  Cllr Mrs Burt detailed that she and County Cllr Mrs Anne Dale had met with Bruce 
Ledger and the Active Northumberland Team to gain more information about this locally topical 
issue.  Cllr Mrs Burt clarified that the crèche was not closing but that Active Northumberland were 
consulting users to establish which sessions were most valued with a view to tailoring the service to 
meet demand.  Active Northumberland confirmed that they do wish the service to cease as it is very 
important to public healthcare.  County Cllr Mrs Dale confirmed that the wrong message went out in 
the first place, adding that Active Northumberland is merely looking at different models.  Cllr 
Simpson welcomed the updated report and suggested that additional publicity of the crèche facilities 
may be a step in the right direction. 
 
County Cllr Mrs Anne Dale took the opportunity to update Cllrs on the situation at Mickley Playing 
Fields.  Having met with NCC Officers she was pleased to report that both the wet-pour and car-
parking surfaces would be looked at.  Cllr Reid passed on complaints received by him from Prudhoe 
Social Club Football Team, who pay to use the facilities, that there was frequent dog fouling prior to 
matches and no light bulbs in the changing areas.  County Cllr Mrs Dale asked for any concerns to 
be sign-posted to her and she would happily deal with them. 
 
1516/048 Minutes of Annual General Meeting, held on 24th June 2015  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes 
Proposed: Cllr G Simpson    Seconded: Cllr G McCreedy 
Administrative Error - Cllr McCreedy will be added to the list of Cllrs present.   
 
1516/049 Matters Arising  
Page 5, Correspondence 6, Review of Polling Districts and Stations Cllr Graham raised that having 
just gone through an election that concerned Prudhoe West and Halfway Ward he could verify that 
The Edgewell Christian Centre, as a polling station, had been raised as an issue throughout the 
campaign as the location posed problems for those in the east of the ward, namely distance and 
parking.  Cllr Graham went on to support the assertions of residents and offered that two thirds of 
the 20% who voted did so via postal vote, suggesting that turnout could have been affected by the 
location of the polling station.  Cllr Mrs Burt agreed and asked if the response of the town council 
had been sent yet.  The clerk advised that the council’s response from the last meeting was in draft 
form and therefore these further comments could be added before sending.  This was AGREED. 
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Page 3 – 1516/036 Cllrs would like to hold a ‘blue-sky’ type round table discussion in September to 
springboard a ‘vision’ for Prudhoe Town Council and the town  Cllr Mrs J McGee offered that the 
town council did in the past hold a pre-budget discussion and asked if this could be reinstated to 
feed into the budget.  It was AGREED to reinstate the pre-budget meeting to look at priorities, 
including a review of future priorities and a vision for the town council in order to assist with the 
budget setting process. 
 
1516/050 Report of the Planning, Contract and Works Meeting, held on 8th July 2015 
It was AGREED to receive the report 
Proposed: Cllr G Simpson     Seconded: Cllr Miss Rose 
 
1516/051 Accounts 2015/16  
a) It was AGREED to receive the bank reconciliation 10th June – 9th July 2015 
Proposed:  Cllr G Simpson   Seconded: Cllr Mrs J McGee 
 
b) It was AGREED to receive the statement of Budget and Expenditure up to 23rd July 2015 
Proposed:  Cllr A Gill    Seconded: Cllr A Reid 
 
c) It was AGREED to endorse those payment in bold and approve further payments received since 
the June meeting (schedule of accounts was tabled) 
Proposed:  Cllr A Reid    Seconded: Cllr G Simpson 
 
Cllr Reid suggested that cheque payees in receipt of the £30 refund towards the cost of a television 
licence should be undisclosed.  Cllr Graham suggested in may be more suitable to detail payees on 
pink paper.  It was AGREED to look into the legitimacy of this with the auditor.   
 
1516/052 Members Local Improvement Schemes 2014/15 Monitoring Form  
It was AGREED to return completed forms to Northumberland County Council as required.  Cllr Mrs 
Burt commented how well the scheme was working and it was agreed that The Glade had never 
looked as well.    
 
1516/053 Television License Scheme (TVLS) 
Cllr Mrs Burt explained that the administrative changes to the way the council reimburse claimants 
under the TVLS presented a further query with respect to the pensionable age of UK residents 
increasing over time, and the council was required to agree simplified rules for claims.  Cllr Mrs Burt 
presented the options available to the council: 

1) All claimants must be in receipt of State Retirement Pension (this could result in some 
previous claimants no longer being eligible until later and new claimants having to wait 
longer) 

2) All new claimants must be in receipt of State Retirement Pension (those already claiming 
under the TVLS but not receiving State Retirement Pension would be unaffected, but new 
claimants may have to wait longer) 

3) All claimants must be 65 (this could result in some single women claimants no longer being 
eligible until later and those expecting to be eligible at 60 having to wait longer) 

4) All new claimants must be 65 (those single women aged 60-64 already claiming under the 
scheme would be unaffected, but new single women claimants would have to wait longer)  

5) All claimants must be 60 (this would require additional investment in the budget which is 
difficult to predict from census information alone) 
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It was AGREED that moving forward the council would use the criteria contained in option 4.  All 
new claimants must be 65 to receive a £30 refund under the TVLS; however those single women 
aged 60-64 already being reimbursed will continue to be honoured. 
Proposed:  Cllr Ms J Rose   Seconded:  Cllr K Graham  
  
1516/054 Local Transport Plan 2016/17 
Cllr Reid advised that in the past he has been a member of the sitting committee that reviewed 
demands when received but that this may change with a new central committee.  Cllr Reid warned 
that finance was tighter and there was a lot of competition from areas requiring severe roads repairs 
so any request for priority should be legitimately backed up.   
 
Cllr Reid recommended Front Street re-surfacing being added and purported that credence may be 
given if the council asked for only this.   
 
Cllr Gill proposed that South Road, between Redwell and Drawback should be included as this area 
has long required re-surfacing and others have been done. 
 
Cllr Price proposed that due to the time taken discussed the parking and safety issues surrounding 
local schools, should this not be included as a priority.  Cllr Mrs Burt responded that all schools in 
Northumberland could report the same issues and that this would be taken up as a separate issue 
by herself and Cllr Reid as County Cllrs.   
 
Cllr McCreedy cautioned that although prioritised previously the bottom of South Road to Ferndene 
and Humbles Wood was no better – poor pavement, poor road surfacing and poorly lit, this 
remained a safety issue.  Cllr Reid advised that he had approached both the developer (Gentoo) 
and the NHS (Northumberland Tyne and Wear Healthcare Trust) to discuss a joint venture for 
improving the road in, as he may have £10,000 available from his Members Improvement Scheme 
Funding.  
 
It was AGREED to respond with the following priorities… 
 

1) Front Street re-surfacing 
2) Redwell/Drawback re-surfacing 
3) Castle Road re-surfacing 

 
1516/055 Turner’s Fun Fair 
Cllr Mrs Burt updated Cllrs that a petition would be presented to the next Central Area Committee 
on 17th September at The Spetchells Centre (information for which has already been circulated).  
Additionally, NCC has been looking at the possibility of a further 2 sites as they are still not in favour 
of the fun fair being held at Eastwood Park. 
 
1516/056 Electric Charging Facilities in Prudhoe 
Cllr Mrs Burt advised that a resident had contacted her regarding the feasibility of a car charging 
point in the locality and that she had contacted Richard McKenzie (NCC) to raise the question.  
Richard advised that this was something NCC was looking into and asked for suggestions.  Cllr Mrs 
Burt suggested Waterworld as a potential site for a charging point as drivers could walk into town or 
visit Waterworld whilst vehicles were on-charge.  It was AGREED that Cllr Mrs Burt would chase 
this matter up and report back to the council. 
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1516/057 Keep Britain Tidy ‘Bin it for Good’ 
It was AGREED to receive the report from Northumberland County Council and the Keep Britain 
Tidy Campaign.  The Clerk added to the information received with further feedback from the recent 
briefing held in London.  The Clerk advised that the briefing promoted incentivising litter being 
binned; funds accumulate not by filling up litter bins but from the measured difference between the 
litter in bins against the litter collected from the street.  The Clerk confirmed the local charities who 
were selected and had agreed to be partners: Prudhoe Community Workshop Trust (Prudhoe Youth 
Charity Shop), Prudhoe Youth Football Club and Prudhoe Community Allotment.  The Clerk added 
that the campaign were very clear that beneficiaries should be either supporting young people or 
looking after the environment, and these were clear choices.  The Clerk concluded by saying that 
Prudhoe were one of only seven towns included in this national campaign and it was expected there 
would be a lot of media interest.   
 
1516/058 PYC Young People’s Forum 
It was AGREED to receive to receive minutes of the meeting held on 24th May 2015 
 
Cllr Mrs Burt corrected the statement that the street fair held in June (Prudhoe Community 
Fair/Street Party) was under the remit of Prudhoe Community Partnership, stating this was 
organised by volunteers.  The issue related to the selling of BB Guns by a stall holder who is not 
part of the organised event, but rather pitches opposite the East Centre of their own accord.   
 
Cllr Mrs Burt praised Pam Kidd, who she described would be a great miss to Highfield Middle 
School.   
 
1516/059 Reports from outside bodies 
Northumbria Citizens Advice Bureau – It was AGREED to receive the quarterly report. 
 
Prudhoe Community Partnership – Cllr Mrs Burt advised that the planning application for the Live 
above a Shop Scheme (LASS) had been approved and demolition work would commence soon. 
 
Northumberland County Council – Cllr Reid advised that a decision about County Hall would be 
made in the autumn.  Cllr Reid added that although the decision may be criticised, rationalisation of 
staff and premises was also being considered by Durham and Newcastle City Councils.  Cllr Reid 
advised that the council would return to being run by a Chief Executive and Executive Directors and 
County Councillors would form the Cabinet (previously Policy Board) with Leader Grant Davey as 
Head (previously Executive).  Cllr Reid reported that at the last meeting of the Planning Committee 
there were no planning applications to hear.  Cllr Mrs J McGee commented that Planning Officers 
had therefore got exactly what they wanted; County Cllrs were being bi-passed.  Cllr Simpson 
questioned the cost-effectiveness and future of such meetings, if there was nothing to consider.  Cllr 
Reid defended that it was still early days but claimed the bottom line was, that under the previous 
protocol County Cllrs were going against Planning Officers decisions, applicants were then 
appealing and winning as Planning Officers were correct in the first place, this was losing and 
costing the county council money.   
 
Prudhoe Pathforce – Cllr Ms Rose reported that a meeting was held on 20th July that was chaired 
by Tim Fish.  Cllr Rose reported that the Land of Oak and Iron project was discussed and Pathforce 
had sent a letter of support for their bid for Heritage Lottery Funding.  Additionally, at the meeting, 
Tim Fish clarified by Gateshead MBC was the lead authority on the project that included 
improvements in Prudhoe Hospital Woods and Tyne Riverside County Park.  Finally Cllr Rose 
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added that some minor amendments were being made to the Inter-Parish Walks Leaflet which 
would be available soon.  
 
East Tynedale Local Council Forum – Cllr Reid advised that a representative of Tynedale Sports 
Council made a presentation about the great work they do and within that thanked Prudhoe Town 
Council for their Grant Aid donation, as well as pointing out that they would be very grateful of more.  
Cllr Reid also advised that a County representative from The Land of Oak and Iron project was also 
present and explained that they were at a crucial stage in their bid for National Lottery funding, 
which they would find out the success of in the autumn.   
 
1516/061 Correspondence and Tabled Items 
Correspondence 

1. Northumberland County Council – Public Rights of Way 
Letter dated 2 July 2015, regarding Funfair at Eastwoods Park. The letter: 

 Acknowledges receipt of the petition forwarded by the Council to NCC (June 2015) 

 States that a report about the petition will be presented to the Central Area Committee 
on 17 September, with receipt acknowledged at the Committee’s July meeting.  

 Notes that the petitioner has up to five minutes to introduce and speak about the 
petition 

 States that the petition has been forwarded to the local county councillors for their 
information 

 Provides contact details for any queries 
RECEIVE 

2. Prudhoe Methodist Church – 150 Jubilee 
Letter dated 3 July from Mr I Warburton, on behalf of the Church, informing the Council of the 
Church’s intention to commemorate the above anniversary. One of the proposed events is a 
Community Open Day, taking place on Saturday 23 April. This entails “inviting community 
groups to set up stalls in the Methodist Church Hall and some of the other rooms there to 
make the public aware of what they do”. The email adds that the Church may want to make 
an application for grant aid to cover events during the year as a whole, and requests 
confirmation of the rules regarding funding of activities by churches [note: there are none] 

RECEIVE  
3. Prudhoe Community Allotment – Open Day 

Invitation (and flyer) to the PCA’s annual Open Day, taking place on Wednesday 5 August, at 
Redwell Court, from 10am to 3pm, supporting National Allotment Week. All are welcome to 
browse, have a tour, enjoy refreshments, and purchase produce. 
The invitation (from Mrs Russell, the Allotment Co-ordinator) announces that she will be 
retiring at the April 2016 Annual General Meeting, having “masterminded the project with 
Tony Williamson since 2000. It has been a great privilege to have been involved with such an 
innovative project and we have both received a great deal of satisfaction from its success.” 
Noting the nationwide impact of the project, Mrs Russell states that she hopes to remain as a 
volunteer. She adds “I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the committee and 
members for all their hard work and dedication to the project and wish them all the luck in the 
future. I hope you will be able to come along to this event when I can say my personal thanks 
for the support you have given me over the years.” 
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RECEIVE 
4. Northumberland County Council – Second Annual Town and Parish Council 

Conference – Working Better Together – Thursday 24 September 2015, West Hartford 
Fire Station 
[Previously emailed to councillors] Letter of invitation from Cllr Kathy Graham, Chair, Town 
and Parish Liaison Working Group.  “The Conference will review the Charter and there will be 
three workshops: 

 Neighbourhood Planning – Learning from the Front runners 

 Raising the Game – working with neighbours and engaging the community 

 Delivering for Everyone – providing for young people and the elderly” 
The conference will be run a two identical, approx 3-hour sessions, starting at 1pm and 6pm, 
with a “Market Place” of NCC services available from 12 noon to 6pm. Refreshment facilities 
will be available. Each council may send up to two representatives per session, allowing for a 
maximum of four representatives if there is the demand. An outline programme, booking 
details, directions etc are all provided. Bookings are requested by 4 September. 

RECEIVE; Cllrs interested in attending should contact the Clerk 
5. Land Registry – Durham Office – Edgewell Old Cemetery – Registration  

Notice dated 14 July from the Land Registry advising that the application to register the 
council’s title to the Old Cemetery has been cancelled, and that the notice received at the 
June Ordinary Meeting should be disregarded. 
Note: Consultation with the Council’s solicitors has indicated that the application was simply 
‘timed-out’: it will be re-submitted with no additional fees incurred. All of the information 
required to support the application, including copy documents, has previously been supplied 
by the Council to its solicitors. . 

RECEIVE and progress 
6. Northumberland County Council – Proposed Parking restrictions – Prudhoe 

Interchange 
Letter dated 21 July from Dan Fraser, Programmes Officer (Highway Safety) formally 
requesting (in accordance with named legislation) the Council’s comments on the proposed 
removal of the existing taxi bays at the Interchange, and the introduction of four hours 
maximum stay, no return within five hours limited waiting restriction at the Prudhoe 
Interchange, as shown on the plan supplied with the letter. The closing date for comments is 
Tuesday 1 September. This follows “concerns…raised by Tyne Valley Community Rail 
Partnership and Prudhoe Town Council about insufficient parking space around the Prudhoe 
Interchange. It has been reported that inconsiderate parking is obstructing the buses that use 
the bus stop within the Interchange, causing significant problems to the service.” The 
proposal is therefore being made “in order to alleviate these concerns…” 

RECEIVE and support changes 
 
Tabled Items 

1. Community Action Northumberland, News, June 2015 
2. Clerks & Councils Direct – Issue 100, May 2015 
3. Society of Local Council Clerks - The Clerk magazine, July 2015 
4. Prudhoe Community Events, Newsletter, July 2015 

 
It was AGREED to receive the tabled items. 
 


